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iOS: How to Print to PDF from Any App on iPhone and iPad
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Have you ever wished you could print a web page to a PDF for sharing or later viewing? If so, you will be happy to learn that it’s totally possible to do that from your iPhone in any app. Not too long ago, Andrew Orr showed you how to do this from Mail using 3D Touch, but that trick actually works from any app, as of iOS 8. Even better, you don’t need 3D Touch or a third-party app to make it work. Just using the built-in Share Sheet, you can print to PDF in any app.

 It’s easy to print to PDF from any app on your iPhone (Image Credit: helloolly)
Print to PDF From Any App

This trick relies upon a hidden feature of the Share Sheet. To print from any app, such as Safari, you begin by tapping the Share icon. Next, tap the Print icon from the bottom row of the Share Sheet. Depending on what you’ve enabled, you might have to scroll to the right to find it. Now, to access the PDF view, simply 3D Touch or pinch to zoom out in the preview area of the PDF.

 To print to PDF from any app, tap the Share icon, then Print, and then either 3D Touch the preview area or pinch to zoom out
With that done, you should be in a PDF view of your document, web page, or whatever. Your next step is to share it. Just tap the Share icon, and choose where you want to send your PDF. You can share it via Messages or Mail, or any other app that supports the Share Sheet extensions. Another great option is iBooks, if you want to keep all of your PDFs together, but there’s often a Share Sheet icon already there to do that. You can even save the file to your iCloud drive or Dropbox.

 Now, you should tap Share again, then tap to select where you want to send your PDF
Use This as a Handy Way to Keep Notes

Saving the web pages you’ve visited to PDF is a great way to keep notes when you’re researching. Other options for where to save those PDF files include Evernote and even the built-in Notes app.
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6 thoughts on “iOS: How to Print to PDF from Any App on iPhone and iPad” 

	



 Khaled Essengaby says: 


February 4, 2019 at 8:15 EST AM 



Thank you very much 🤝 the most helpful productivety tip ..
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 Jeff Butts says: 


April 11, 2017 at 10:24 EDT PM 



Glad I could help, y’all!
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 Samos6967 says: 


April 11, 2017 at 11:02 EDT AM 



Jeff:

This is a significant time saver for me, as I save, store and organize, using my taxonomy, many articles per day. Until I began using your tip, I have been using Printopia on the Mac: 1) printing to a file, 2) downloading to PDF Expert 5, 3) then renaming. Your tip is fantastic!!!

Sam Sugiyama, Ph.D.
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 Paul Goodwin says: 


April 11, 2017 at 9:13 EDT AM 



Great tip. I always wondered why you couldn’t do that in iOS
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 BurmaYank says: 


April 10, 2017 at 10:41 EDT PM 



Yes, thanks mucho, Jeff!!!
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 Lee Dronick says: 


April 10, 2017 at 6:11 EDT PM 



Thanks Jeff. It took me a few tries to get it, but now I can do it.



Log in to Reply
 




Leave a Reply Cancel reply
You must be logged in to post a comment.
 

This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.
 





	14915
	Jeff Butts
	
	6
	1491846482








Navigation


	News
	Reviews
	Tutorials
	Podcasts
	Submit a Tip / Contact Us
	About Us






Categories

	Columns
	Editorials
	Quick Tips
	Apple Death Knells
	View All Categories





Connect with Us

	Twitter
	Facebook
	RSS Feed
	Podcast Directory
	Privacy Policy






































